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National Model Aviation Museum Announces New Exhibit 
Bill Chaffee’s Boeing P-12B to be displayed in the museum’s main gallery. 

 

MUNCIE, IN—The Academy of Model Aeronautics is thrilled to announce a new exhibit at the 

National Model Aviation Museum that will be on display Memorial Day through Labor Day 

2016. Bill Chaffee’s Boeing P-12B will be exhibited thanks to a loan from Ellen Earle-Chaffee, 

Henry Chaffee, and Clark Chaffee.  
 

Bill Chaffee won first place for Senior Scale Model at the 1930 National Airplane Model League 

of America (AMLA) Contest with his Boeing P-12B. According to the stated rules, judgment 

decisions were based on “workmanship, originality in obtaining the desired resemblance to the 

man-carrying ship, the exactness to which the model is scaled and any other points which are, in 

the opinion of the judges, important in such a contest.”  The model did not need to be built from 

the same materials as the original, did not have to fly, and none of the control surfaces had to 

move. 

 

More than 500 hours were spent building the P-12B from official AMLA plans. Despite the rules 

stating that control surfaces did not need to work, each one of the controls worked through a 

mechanism located in the cockpit. Bill’s hard work paid off with a first-place silver trophy, $200, 

and a six-week trip to Europe.   

Bill’s P-12B will be on display throughout the summer, along with the first-place trophy and his 

passport documenting his trip to Europe. To learn more about the museum and its collection of 

more 11,000 model aircraft artifacts, visit the museum website. 

 

# # # 

 

The Academy of Model Aeronautics, founded in 1936, continues to be devoted to national 

airspace safety. It serves as the nation’s collective voice for approximately 189,000 modelers in 

2,400 clubs in the United States and Puerto Rico. Headquartered in Muncie, Indiana, AMA is a 

membership organization representing those who fly model aircraft for recreation and 

educational purposes. For more information, visit www.modelaircraft.org.  
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